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North Lawndale
Ogden Avenue Corridor Improvements

PULASKI ROAD TO ROOSEVELT ROAD

Community Workshop 2: Placemaking
October 5, 2023
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Civiltech Engineering (Lead)

INTRODUCTIONS 

Transportation Engineering

• Chris Wolff
• Lissa Sweeney
• Amanda Kleinwachter
• Phil Hutchinson

Quigg Engineering (MBE)
Transportation Engineering

Lamar Johnson Collaborative
Community Engagement & Urban 
Design

Historic Preservation
Guarino Historic Resources

DB Sterlin Consultants (MBE)
Topographic Survey

GSG Consultants (MBE)
Geotechnical Engineering

Singh & Associates (WBE)
Electrical and Traffic Signal Engineering

Chicago Department of Transportation
Lubka Benak, Project Director, CDOT
Vanessa Irizarry, AICP, Project Manager, CDOT
Cody Matchen, Project Engineer, CDOT

• John Magill
• Malak Alomari
• Edith Portales

Urban Design

• Sofie Kvist
• Derek Magee
• Ramzy Bejjani

Community Engagement 
Support & Landscape Design
• Pastor Reshorna 

Fitzpatrick
• Annamaria Leon
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

This is an opportunity to reimagine Ogden Avenue as a 
multimodal transportation corridor, as a hub for 
community activity, and catalyst for economic 

development.
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MEETING AGENDA

6:00 pm Arrival (10 min)

6:10 pm Project Overview Presentation (20 min)

6:30 pm Placemaking Presentation (20 min)

6:50 pm Group Exercises (60 min)

7:50 pm Next Steps (10 min)
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Re-activate neighborhood cores that have historically served as focal points for 
pedestrian activity, shopping, services, transportation, public spaces and 
quality-of life amenities for residents.

Streetscapes consist of infrastructure, pedestrian safety, and placemaking 
improvements with the goal of creating unified, safe, walkable, and attractive 
street. The streetscape projects are comprehensive and include public right-of-
way improvements from building face to building face.

The Project Includes:

• Public Outreach
• Placemaking and 

urban design strategy
• Concept design & 

engineering
• Detailed design & 

engineering
• Construction of the 

corridor

CDOT
Service Drives

IDOT
Road
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Street Geometry Drainage Improvements Sidewalk Improvements Light Pole Identifiers

Road Resurfacing Intersection Improvements Gateway Identifiers

Landscaping/Sustainability Seating Areas Curb Extensions / ADA Upgrades Pavement Markings

Lighting

Scope Elements
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We are here

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Project Timeline
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

*CAG – Community Advisory Group

Community Engagement Timeline
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Community Engagement Plan

The reimagined Ogden Avenue should reflect North Lawndale’s priorities and serve the 
community’s needs. The team is committed to build on previous community input, 

prioritize transparency throughout the project, and engage the community early and often.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Community Engagement: Community Advisory Group

Aldermanic Offices
• 28th Ward
• 24th Ward
• 22nd Ward

Community Organizations
• CAPS District 10
• Carole Robertson Learning Center
• Cinespace Film Studio
• Douglass Park Advisory Council
• Equiticity
• Farm on Ogden
• Firehouse Art Center
• Harmony Church
• I AM ABLE
• Juvenile Protection Association 
• LAMP
• Lawndale Christian Development Corporation 
• Lawndale Christian Health Center
• Legacy Charter School

• Marshall Square Resource Network - Enlace Chicago
• Marshall Square Resource Network - Latinos Progresando
• New Covenant CDC
• NLCCC
• North Lawndale Employment Network
• North Lawndale Historical and Cultural Society
• School of the Art Institute of Chicago
• Sinai Community Institute
• Sinai Health System
• UCAN
• West Side Association for Community Action 
• Wintrust Bank

Agencies
• Illinois Department of Transportation
• Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways
• Chicago Department of Planning and Development
• Chicago Transit Authority
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Community Engagement: Public Meeting 1
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Community Engagement: Public Meeting 1
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Community Engagement: Public Meeting 1
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Community Engagement: Community Workshop 1
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Community Engagement: Public Survey 1
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Any Questions So Far?
In person or comment form

(10 minutes)



17

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

17

NORTH LAWNDALE: OGDEN AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

Corridor Identity Workshop
August 2023

Placemaking Workshop
October 2023

Street Design Workshop
December 2023

Community Workshops to gather targeted feedback3

• Discuss potential 
corridor identity themes

• Generate ideas for 
corridor identifier 
designs

• Discuss potential 
placemaking opportunities 
and locations

• Discuss locations for 
corridor identifiers

• Discuss potential 
roadway 
configurations

• Discuss tradeoffs 
with placemaking 
opportunities
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TODAY’S WORKSHOP

Placemaking Workshop

Finalize Design 

02

Small Group Breakout Sessions

Collage Exercise
Mapping Exercise

01

What is Placemaking? And how might 
placemaking be applied to Ogden Avenue?

Presentation
Together we will: 

• Generate ideas for 
placemaking 
elements and 
potential locations 
along Ogden 
Avenue
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PUBLIC SURVEY

What have we heard 
from the community

so far?
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“It is an angle street running 
counter to the other main angle 
streets.  It could be a profoundly 

useful transit corridor “

“Community resources like 
Douglass Park, the walking areas 

on Millard and Ogden, the Farm on 
Ogden, dining outdoors at the 

Green Tomato Cafe…”

“La vista al centro 
de Chicago.”

“You can quickly get to 
certain areas because it 

runs diagonally”

“It’s [Ogden’s] 
connection to many 

neighborhoods.”

According to 
respondents, Ogden 
Avenue is a unique street 
as a space within the 
neighborhood and as a 
connection to the rest of 
the city.

“In certain pockets of 
Ogden Avenue you can 
still feel the sense of 

community.”

When asked about the best features of Ogden 
Avenue today,  respondents highlighted its views 
of downtown Chicago, quick connection to the 
rest of the city, its existing community resources, 
and the large potential of its right-of-way. 

PUBLIC SURVEY
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“Something that drives 
economic development. 

Something that centers and 
supports community ownership 

of businesses.”

PUBLIC SURVEY

Respondents 
want more 
reasons to visit 
Ogden, with a 
mix of public 
spaces and 
businesses that 
reflect the local 
community.

“Create a safe space 
for people to enjoy 

being in their 
community.”

“I would like Ogden Avenue 
to feel like a celebration of 
the community it is a part 

of.”

When asked about what would make 
Ogden Avenue a great place for them and 
their community,  respondents highlighted 
spaces for recreation, additional local 
businesses, and community spaces.

“For [Ogden] to be active and 
vibrant, while conserving the 
community’s culture. Ogden 

Ave has for many years 
represented a division between 

North and South Lawndale, it 
would be good if [Ogden] were 

to unite us.” translated from 
Spanish
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PUBLIC SURVEY

Respondents 
express a desire 
for baseline 
amenities to be 
provided along 
Ogden Avenue.

“Residents and visitors deserve 
to live, work, and relax in a 

beautiful and well maintained 
community.”

When asked to rank what they’d like to 
see along Ogden Avenue, respondents 
prioritized public seating, bike lanes, 
improved bus stops, street greenery, and 
basic street amenities like bins. 
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PUBLIC SURVEY

10 minute walk / .5 mile Community Asset

During previous 
public 
engagement, 
respondents 
identified key 
community 
assets that exist 
along the project 
corridor today.

“[It’s] surrounded by the 
natural environment with 
birds, trees, and water!”

When asked to identify community 
assets and destinations on a map, 
respondents highlighted Douglass 
Park, the Firehouse, churches, 
health clinics, and restaurants.

Locations within 
Douglass Park 
accounted for 

50% of the assets 
on Ogden Avenue
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What is placemaking 
and what might it look 
like on Ogden Avenue?

TODAY’S WORKSHOP
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Placemaking is the 
collaborative and 
ongoing process 
of creating quality 
places where 
people want to 
live, work, play and 
learn. 
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AFTER

BEFORE

Transformative 
placemaking 
doesn’t just 
beautify a place –
it uses place as a 
stage on which 
communities build 
power.
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Today we want to 
workshop what 
placemaking might 
look like on Ogden

We want to learn 
more about what is 
important to the 
community
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We know that…

… are all critical design elements
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Today we want to 
focus on how all 
these different 
elements come 
together in 
compositions that 
will allow for the 
most optimal user 
experience. 

Trees

Seating

Lighting

Signage

Bike 
Parking
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Small Group Breakout Sessions

Instructions: 

We will have breakout sessions with two activities. Each table is a 
small group. 

Members of the project team will be at each table to answer 
questions. 
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We also want to 
address how we can 
enhance already 
identified community 
assets, [and others 
not yet identified]
through site specific 
placemaking in the 
public realm 

Farmers 
Market

Shelter

Play
Social 

Seating

Farm on 
Ogden

Central 
Park 

Station
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Collage Exercise
(45 minutes)

Space typologies:
➔ Service drives
➔ Intersections
➔ Sidewalks - next to:

◆ Businesses
◆ Vacant lots
◆ Parks
◆ Plazas
◆ Underpasses

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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Collage Exercise
(45 minutes)

Instructions:

➔ Cut and paste elements from 
the precedent images onto 
blank scenes from Ogden

➔ Feel free to write and draw 
your ideas as well

➔ Share your ideas with the rest 
of the group

➔ Report back themes to the 
entire group to recap

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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Mapping Exercise
(25 minutes)

Nodes:

➔ Community / Health / Local 
Business Hub

➔ Central Park Station + 
The Farm on Ogden

➔ Institutional Hub

➔ Douglass Park

➔ Hospital Campus N
10 minute walk / .5 mile Commercial Corridors Community Asset Development

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Community / Health / 
Local Business

Central Park Station / 
Farm on Ogden

Douglass 
Park

Hospital 
Campus

Institutional 
Hub
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Instructions:

➔ Place stickers with 
placemaking ideas you 
would like to see within each 
community asset node

➔ Use the empty stickers to 
write ideas not represented

➔ Identify additional 
community assets not yet 
shown on the map

Mapping Exercise
(25 minutes)

N
10 minute walk / .5 mile Commercial Corridors Community Asset Development

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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Email comments to the 
Project Team:

THANK YOU!

Fill out the Online Comment 
Form & Subscribe to the Project 
Newsletter on the Project 
Website:

info@improveogdenave.org

NEXT STEPS
Keep an eye out for Community Workshop #3: 

Street Design Invitation!

ImproveOgdenAve.org
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