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Ogden Avenue Corridor Improvements

PULASKI ROAD TO ROOSEVELT ROAD

Community Workshop 3: Street Design
January 10, 2024
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Vanessa Irizarry, AICP, Project Manager, CDOT
Cody Matchen, Project Engineer, CDOT
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33MEETING AGENDA

01
02

03

Brief Project Overview (15 minutes)
Street Design Group Presentation (60 minutes w/a 15 min. 

break)
• Incorporating Community Feedback
• Design Takeaway Categories
• Quality of Life Plan (NLCCC) Recommendations
• Existing Conditions
• Safety Toolbox
• Potential Design Strategies 
Open House Feedback Session (90 minutes)



44BOUNDARY + SCOPE
Re-activate neighborhood cores that have historically served as focal 
points for pedestrian activity, shopping, services, transportation, public 
spaces and quality-of life amenities for residents.

Streetscapes consist of infrastructure, pedestrian safety, and placemaking 
improvements with the goal of creating unified, safe, walkable, and 
attractive street. The streetscape projects are comprehensive and include 
public right-of-way improvements from building face to building face.

CDOT
Service Drives

IDOT
Road

This is an opportunity to reimagine Ogden Avenue as a multimodal 
transportation corridor, as a hub for community activity, and catalyst for 

economic development.



55SCOPE ELEMENTS

Street Geometry Drainage Improvements Sidewalk Improvements Light Pole Identifiers

Road Resurfacing Intersection Improvements Gateway Identifiers

Landscaping/Sustainability Seating Areas Curb Extensions / ADA Upgrades Pavement Markings

Lighting

PROJECT OVERVIEW



66WESTERN CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT REQUEST

• Community request made to 
evaluate project extension to the 
west

• Signage, landscape, pedestrian 
and infrastructure 
improvements requested

• Coordination with ongoing 
developments needed 

• Pulaski-Ogden Complex 
Intersection Study concepts 
considered

• Funding and opportunities for 
improvements being evaluated

Pulaski to Kenneth Extension

Next Steps on Potential West Side Improvements?
• Participate in Spring meeting to discuss needs and 

potential improvements

• If interested in attending the meeting, please email the 
Project Team at: info@improveogdenave.org

PROJECT OVERVIEW
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We are here

PROJECT OVERVIEW – TIMELINE
Project Timeline

PROJECT OVERVIEW



88COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community 
Advisory Group

Stakeholder 
Meetings

Topic – Specific 
Workshops

Public Meetings

Public Surveys
Website and 
Newsletter 

Updates

PROJECT OVERVIEW



99INCORPORATING FEEDBACK

Preferred  
Design

Feedback

Preferred Design Alternative
Public Meeting #3 (2024) 

Refined 
Corridor Identity 

Feedback 

Refined 
Street Design

Feedback 

Refined Alternative Concepts
Public Meeting #2 (2024) 
Public Survey #2 (2024)

Corridor 
Identity 

Feedback 
Street Design 

Feedback

Placemaking 
Opportunities 

Input 

Corridor Design Building Blocks
Community Workshop #1, #2, & #3 (2023)

Community 
Corridor Vision

Existing Conditions 
Review

Quality of Life 
Plan
2018

Corridor Design Foundation
Public Meeting #1 (2023)
Public Survey #1 (2023)

How is 
community 
feedback 
incorporated 
into the 
design?

STREET DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



1010INCORPORATING FEEDBACK
“Infrastructure needs to be 
redesigned on the islands to 
ensure people waiting on the 
are safe and feel safe.”The primary concern is 

safety, and 
intersections are 
generally perceived as 
dangerous for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and drivers.

“…there should be better lane 
signage on the ground. The far 
left lane is a turning lane and 
vehicle goers just sit there. It 
causes accidents.

“I would like to see better 
insections walkway, signal 

lights, pathways, etc….”

“I would like to see better 
crosswalks because it 

needs to be safer.”

STREET DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



1111INCORPORATING FEEDBACK

Ogden Avenue is an 
important asset for the 
community. There is 
interest in creating 
community spaces and 
more opportunities for 
business growth, 
cultural activities, etc.

About repurposing the 
service drives:

“convertible spaces for 
markets or cultural 

events”

“Eateries / dining, area 
for concerts, space for 

celebratiosn outdoors, .”

STREET DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



1212WORKSHOP AGENDA

Street Design Workshop

Finalize Design 

Open House Feedback

• NLCCC Quality of Life Plan
• Safety Toolbox
• Potential Street Design Strategies for 

Ogden Avenue

Presentation

Together we will…

Develop a 
template 
street design 
for Ogden. 

• Visit Street Design Strategy Stations
• Discuss the Strategies with Other Community 

Members and Project Team Members
• Provide Your Input to Project Team and on the 

Worksheet

STREET DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



1313INCORPORATING FEEDBACK

The street design will build on 
the 2018 North Lawndale 
Quality of Life Plan, created 
by the NLCCC.

STREET DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



1414DESIGN TAKEWAY CATEGORIES

Key takeaways relevant to 
street design can be grouped 
into five categories:

Roadway Configuration

Pedestrian Safety

Bicycle Facilities

Transit Accommodations

Placemaking and 
Streetscape Elements

STREET DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES



1515QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS 

Reconfigure Ogden to the greater benefit of the local community, 
after a process that combines input from residents, community 
stakeholders, and government agencies and experts.

The current configuration of Ogden Avenue prioritizes through 
traffic and limits the roadway’s ability to serve as an asset to the 
neighborhood.
In the 1.16 mile segment between Pulaski Road and Albany 
Avenue, Ogden Avenue has a very wide right-of-way with six to 
eight travel lanes, much of which is no longer needed with much 
of the historic Route 66 traffic now utilizing nearby expressways. 
Ogden Avenue has an average annual daily traffic (AADT) 
between 15,000 and 18,000, which is lower than other routes with 
fewer lanes such as Roosevelt Road which has just four travel 
lanes but accommodates 26,000 vehicles per day.

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION



1616QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS
The physical design of some segments and intersections of the 
Ogden Avenue corridor have made it unclear to navigate as well 
as undesirable and uninviting.

Ogden’s alignment combines a mainline roadway and service 
roads, which have their own traffic signals. Therefore, signal 
cycles can be quite long, and we have experienced their 
unpredictability.

Ogden Avenue should be reconfigured to accommodate through 
traffic, while providing a more pedestrian- and business-friendly 
environment that betters serve the local community.

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION



1717EXISTING CONDITIONS
Existing Condition

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION
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Three signals at 
intersections Up to 4 lanes in each direction

Unpredictable 
lane drops

Complex intersections

Existing Condition
EXISTING CONDITIONS

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION



1919EXISTING CRASH DATA

Takeaways
• High crash rate: 

1,303 crashes 
from 2017-2021

• Ogden’s 
configuration is 
unsafe

• Crashes 
concentrated at 
intersections

Pulaski to Kedzie

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION
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Takeaways
• High crash rate: 

1,303 crashes 
from 2017-2021

• Ogden’s 
configuration is 
unsafe

• Crashes 
concentrated at 
intersections

Kedzie to Roosevelt
EXISTING CRASH DATA

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION
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Crash Type Frequency Percent

Angle 143 11%

Turning 358 27%

Read End 335 26%

Head On 15 1%

Sideswipe 194 15%

Fixed Object 49 4%

Parked Vehicle 120 9%

Ped/Bike 53 4%

Other 36 3%

Total 1,303 100%

Existing Crash Data by Crash Type
EXISTING CRASH DATA

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION



2222EXISTING SPEED DATA

Higher speeds are correlated 
with higher crash severity.

Existing Speed Data
Central Park to

Homan
Rockwell to 
Washtenaw

Direction EB WB EB WB
Average Speed 24 mph 22 mph 24 mph 28 mph

Percent 
of Vehicles
traveling faster
than 30 MPH

19% 10% 28% 42%

Maximum
Speed Range

61-65 
mph

61-65 
mph

60-65 
mph

76-80 
mph

85th Percentile
Speed 31 mph 28 mph 34 mph 36 mph

Percent 
of Vehicles
traveling faster
than 40 MPH

7% 1% 5% 7%

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION
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Context Sensitive Lane Configuration

Crash Reduction: 30%
Source: Crash Modification Clearinghouse

• 2 travel lanes each direction
• Left turn lanes

• Reduces conflicts
• Reduces reckless driving

STREET SAFETY TOOLBOX

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION
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Simplified Intersections

Crash Reduction: 12%
Source: Crash Modification Clearinghouse

• Reduces conflicts
• Reduces driver confusion
• Eliminates thru traffic in 

service drives

• Reduces delays
• Additional green time for 

sidestreets and Ogden
• Left turn signal phases

STREET SAFETY TOOLBOX

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION
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Consistent two lanes 
in each direction

Simplified 
intersections Left turn lanes

Modified service 
drive access

Roadway Configuration Opportunities

Center 
median

STREET SAFETY TOOLBOX

ROADWAY CONFIGURATION



2626QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

• Install new and maintain or replace existing safety treatments 
across the neighborhood, beginning with priority locations. 

• Install infrastructure treatment that alert drivers, slow down 
traffic, and guide pedestrians. 

• Speed humps, pedestrian countdown timers, high-visibility 
“ladder-style” crosswalks that have faded

• Refuge islands, which allow pedestrians to wait safely in the 
center of street during a traffic-light cycle;

• Curb extensions (“bump-outs”), which shorten crossing 
distances; and both overhead and pedestrian-scale lighting. 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
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Extremely Long 
Crossing Distances

No refuge space 

Existing Condition
EXISTING CONDITIONS

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
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Curb Extensions

• Shorten crossing distance
• Reduce speed of turning 

vehicles

• Improve pedestrian visibility
• Allow for placemaking 

opportunities

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY TOOLBOX

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY



2929PEDESTRIAN SAFETY TOOLBOX
Pedestrian Refuge Islands

Crash Reduction: 66%
Source: Crash Modification Clearinghouse

• Reduce crossing distance
• Increase pedestrian visibility
• Draws attention to crosswalk

• Provide a place to wait 
when crossing multiple 
lanes

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
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Raised Crosswalks

Crash Reduction: 8%
Source: Crash Modification Clearinghouse

• Increase pedestrian visibility
• Encourage slower vehicle 

speeds at intersections

• Easier street crossing for 
pedestrians and bicycles

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY TOOLBOX

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
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Raised crosswalks

Curb extensions
Shortened 
crossing distances Refuge 

islands

Pedestrian Safety Opportunities
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY TOOLBOX

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
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Up Next:

Break
(15 minutes)



3333QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

Proposed On-Street Bike Facility: Adding to the existing network, 
we propose approximately two miles of new bike lanes on Ogden 
Avenue. For the 1.16-mile segment between Albany and Pulaski, 
engineers should consider barrier-protected bike lanes, which 
would take advantage of the existing style of the right-of-way 
style that has medians separating service roads from the mainline 
of the roadway.

A fully separated, barrier-
protected or raised option 
is desired where feasible. 

BICYCLE FACILITIES
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No existing 
bicycle facilities

Existing Condition
EXISTING CONDITIONS

BICYCLE FACILITIES
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Separated Bike Facility

Crash Reduction: 39-43%
Source: Crash Modification Clearinghouse

• Raised to sidewalk level to 
physically separate from 
motorists

• Provides high comfort level
• Keeps motorist from easily 

entering the facility

BICYCLE SAFETY TOOLBOX

BICYCLE FACILITIES
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Raised crossing for bikes

Separated bike facility

Bicycle Facility Opportunities
BICYCLE SAFETY TOOLBOX

BICYCLE FACILITIES



3737QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

Facilitate safer, more comfortable transfers between 
bus routes and between buses and trains with 
improvements to bus stops and shelter areas.

TRANSIT ACCOMMODATIONS 
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Limited space for 
bus stops

Buses must pull into service 
drives to access bus stops and 
then merge back into mainline 

Several bus stops located on 
narrow medians. These are non 
ADA accessible and force transit 
users to stand very close to traffic. 

Existing Condition
EXISTING CONDITIONS

TRANSIT ACCOMMODATIONS 



3939TRANSIT SAFETY TOOLBOX
Bus Bulbs

• More space for waiting for 
the bus

• Increased transit efficiency

• Allows space for shelters, 
benches and ADA 
accommodations

TRANSIT ACCOMMODATIONS 
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Bus bulbs

Upgraded bus stops

Accessible, 
comfortable bus 
waiting space

Transit Accommodation Opportunities
TRANSIT SAFETY TOOLBOX

TRANSIT ACCOMMODATIONS 



4141QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

Beautify corridors through streetscaping and historic markers.
• Plant street trees throughout street network, prioritizing key 
commercial corridors: Ogden Avenue, Roosevelt Road, Pulaski 
Road and 16th Street.

PLACEMAKING AND STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS



4242QUALITY OF LIFE PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

• Widened sidewalks capable of accommodating 
amenities for local businesses such as outdoor 
seating and dining areas;
• Multipurpose space in key areas to accommodate 
amenities such as benches, bike racks, outdoor cafes, 
parklets, and food trucks;

As being a green community is central to our identity, 
we want our streets to be full of trees and vegetation, 
which not only look nice but also provide shade.

PLACEMAKING AND STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS
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Minimal 
Landscaping/trees 
along sidewalk

Narrow sidewalks

No plantings in medians

Minimal 
opportunities for 
placemaking

Uninviting 
highway feel

Existing Condition
EXISTING CONDITIONS

PLACEMAKING AND STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS
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New sidewalks

Opportunities for 
placemaking and 
beautification features

Street trees and 
landscaping in 
medians

Street trees and 
landscaping in parkways

Inviting 
boulevard feel

Streetscaping Opportunities
SAFETY TOOLBOX

PLACEMAKING AND STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS



4545
Strategy 1

POTENTIAL STREET DESIGN STRATEGIES

• Simplified intersections
• Consistent travel lanes

• Shortened crossings
• Curb extensions
• Raised crosswalks
• Pedestrian lighting

• Off-street protected bike 
facility

• Bus bulbs with enhanced 
waiting areas

• Placemaking features
• Streetscape elements
• Street trees and plantings

Key Features:
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Strategy 2

POTENTIAL STREET DESIGN STRATEGIES

• Parking located adjacent 
to travel lanes

Key Differences:

• Expanded sidewalks for 
additional placemaking 
and landscape 
opportunities



4747
Open House Feedback

Every station will have a project team member 
to answer questions!

Instructions: 
Visit Stations 1 through 4 and provide your input 
on the Street Design Worksheet:

• Which Design Strategy do you like best? Why?
• Are there certain elements that are the most 

important to you? 
• How would you develop these strategies?
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Email comments to the 
Project Team:

THANK YOU!

Fill out the Online Comment 
Form & Subscribe to the Project 
Newsletter on the Project 
Website:

info@improveogdenave.org

Keep an eye out for Public Meeting #2 
Invitation!

ImproveOgdenAve.org

Spread the word! Please tell your friends and 
neighbors about the project!
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